
Why more and more South 
African Parents and Learners 
are opting for Home Schooling. 
- A compilation of articles taken from the internet posted by parents in the USA, 
England and India where like in SA homeschooling is flourishing. 

No doubt you will find many similarities to what is happening on our own doorstep here 
in SA and it is likely that you may be able to add a few unique South African 
experiences of your own and judging by the high volume of enquiries we are receiving 
on a daily basis, we are of the opinion that homeschooling is going to lead the way in 
education in South Africa. 

Our advice to parents is not to continue hoping for things to start improving in public 
education because it’s not going to. 

See our comments highlighted in brown below. 

 

 

 

 



USA 

Why more and more parents 
are opting for homeschooling 
over our brainwashing 
education system  
By: JD Heyes 
Date: August 05, 2016 
 

 
 
Comment: Empty classrooms in public schools is not a ‘conspiracy theory’. This is a 
real possibility in the not too distant future!  

If you don’t have kids in a public school somewhere, you may not be aware that the 
U.S. education system is among the world’s worst when it comes to giving our children 
the basic building blocks of knowledge that they need in order to make it in an 
increasingly competitive world. 

In fact, today’s Millennials are the worst-educated in our history, coming in 15th out of 
22 industrialized countries in literacy, math and computer-era problem solving. 

Comment:  According to the World Economic Forum's report released during 2015, 
South Africa finished close to last – 139 out of 143 countries when looking at the 
overall quality of its education system and last in the quality of mathematics and 
science education. Source:weforum.org/globalinformationtechnology-report-2015/. 

Worse, the United States spends more money on students than any other developed 
nation, according to a recent international survey, which found that U.S. expenditures in 
2010 were $11,000 for each elementary student, and $12,000 for each high school 
student. Costs per student rose to $15,171 when college or vocational training was 
factored in. 

Critics say that this dismal “bang for the buck” is due in large part to the fact that the 
public school system has been infiltrated by Left-wing hacks who indoctrinate kids in 



political correctness instead of teaching them reading, writing, arithmetic and critical 
thinking. 

The answer for more and more Americans has been to yank their kids out of the public 
school morass and teach them at home. 

In 2013, a report in Education News noted that homeschooling had increased 75 
percent in the preceding 14 years, and that it was growing seven times faster than 
enrollments in traditional K-12 public education. 

Comment: Homeschooling in SA is growing at a faster rate than in many other 
countries. 

Indeed, researchers forecast that homeschooling will balloon over the next decade, as 
more and more parents abandon the failing government-run system, in favor of a 
program that will actually provide their kids with a base of knowledge necessary to be 
successful. 

Currently there is a push to centralize education and carve the PC curriculum into stone. 
That is being accomplished through Common Core, a system that demands conformity 
and uniformity to “standards” that appear to have been developed by states, but in fact 
were the product of federal government financial coercion. 

Bottom line: More parents are waking up to the fact that they’re not getting what 
they’re paying for in our nation’s failing public education system, so they’re bailing 
out and putting their money into something productive for their kids. 

Comment: Sounds familiar! 

Sources: EdWeek.org Breitbart.com WND.com NaturalNews.com 

Why more parents are home 
schooling their children  
By Sushma U N Published: Sept 3, 2016 11:24 a.m. ET 

There are 2.3 million home-educated students in the 
U.S., up from 2 million in 2010 
 

  

Last month, a schoolteacher in Texas made headlines when she decided to try 
“something new” and said she wouldn’t assign homework this academic year. 



Her reason? Research had shown that children and families thrive when they’re able to 
spend more time together — reading, eating meals or even just playing outside — and 
she had been unable to find data showing that homework actually improved outcomes 
for kids. A lot of families loved her idea and wished the teachers in their schools felt 
likewise.  

Each school year brings new teachers and new classroom practices, which can mean 
learning (and then unlearning) new routines, rules and classroom dynamics. Some 
families have decided to sidestep all of this and customize their children’s learning 
experience by home schooling. 

Each year, fewer students head back to traditional classrooms during back-to-school 
season, and are learning at home instead. According to March 2016 data from the 
National Home Education Research Institute, a nonprofit research organization based in 
Oregon that does research on home schooling, there are about 2.3 million home-
educated students in the U.S., up from approximately 2 million children (in grades 
kindergarten to 12) in the spring of 2010. The home-school population has grown about 
2% to 8% a year over the past few years, the NHERI document says. 

The increase in the number of children being home-schooled is largely attributed to the 
fact that home schooling today is similar to regular schooling in many ways.  

“Several states have adopted the common core curriculum which makes it easier to take 
to home schooling,” said Jim Mason, Director of Litigation at Home-school Legal 
Defense Association (HSLDA), a nonprofit that defends the constitutional rights of 
parents who home-school. Other resources to help parents get started, and ensure that 
they are following the law, are available now, making it easier to adopt home schooling, 
he added. The number of families home schooling is growing such that there is always a 
network available wherever one lives, he says.  

In terms of academics and extracurricular activities, home-schooled children get as 
much as other children do, parents say.  

“It is no longer isolating,” says Amy Kelley, a mother of seven from New York who 
has home-schooled all of her children. She and her children are part of a large home 
schooling group, and her children are exposed to all kinds of activities such as tennis 
classes, book groups and clubs for girls. “The number of children home schooling is so 
large now that they have their own basketball and volleyball teams.” While Kelley 
initially got into home schooling because she had a child with special needs and felt 
home schooling would be better, she soon saw the advantages of home schooling and 
decided to take her other children down the same route.  

Home schooling may appear to circumvent the debates on homework, but it isn’t an 
escape. In fact, few parents decide to home-school their children so they can avoid 
homework. It’s often academically rigorous and home-schooled high-school students 
who wish to take advanced courses take classes at community colleges or classes online 
to bolster their learning at home.  

And advocates of home schooling say there is often less time wasted, which means 
home-schooled children are able to accomplish more in a day. According to research 
by NHERI, home-educated students typically score 15 to 30 percentile points above 
public-school students on standardized academic achievement tests.  



“There is no wasting time with things like attendance, walking from one classroom to 
another, etc. and since there is no wasted time, children are able to get more work 
done,” Kelley says.  

Also, since siblings spend the day together, the family is more cohesive, she adds. And 
this is what the schoolteacher in Texas hopes will be the outcome of her decision to not 
give her students take-home assignments this year.  

The role of the family, and the opportunity for parents to have a larger say in what 
children learn, is one of the main reasons many parents today choose home schooling.  

That’s the case for Nora Merriam, a mother of six living in New York. Though she and 
her husband are both schoolteachers, they chose to home-school their children because 
they wanted to teach them their religion and faith within the academic setting. “Faith 
formation was the main reason, but we also realized that it was a great choice because 
with home schooling you teach children a lot more. There is experiential learning and 
scope for creativity,” Merriam says. In a survey done by the U.S. Department of 
Education, in 2012, 64% of parents whose children are home-schooled said they chose 
to home-school their children because of religious reasons. 

. 

ENGLAND 

DIY schooling on the rise as 
more parents opt for home 
education  
No one knows exactly how many children are being taught at home, but new figures 
suggest numbers in England are growing. Why is this? 

Comment: SA Home-schoolers estimated at anywhere between 200,000 and 400,000 
and will increase substantially in the near future. 

 

 
 



‘We have grown closer as a family’: Marta Drew supervises her children, Alicja and 
Chris, who have been studying at home for eight years. Photograph: Frantzesco 
Kangaris for the Guardian  

Tuesday 12 April 2016 07.30 BST  

For Marta Drew and her family, it was a difficult decision, but the right one. Eight years 
ago, she says, her seven-year-old son had been complaining about school. “Christopher, 
who was a bright, curious little boy, started saying things like ‘I hate learning’ and 
‘learning is boring’. So I started reading up about home education. 

“Initially my husband thought I was out of my mind. But he read up about it, too, and 
within three months we had decided to take our children out of infant school. We have 
enjoyed it enormously.” 

Drew, who supervises the increasingly self-directed learning of Christopher, now 15, 
and his sister, Alicja, 13, from the family base near Reigate, Surrey, is a former 
marketing account manager. She gave up her job when Christopher was born, had a 
part-time business selling jewellery when her children were infants but then gave that 
up to home educate. Her husband, Martin, a graphic designer, remains the breadwinner, 
commuting to London, but is an active supporter of activities outside work hours, such 
as football for Christopher and drama for Alicja. 

There has been a huge rise in special educational needs cases that are not being catered 
for 

Drew says the children’s learning was more directly provided by her when the children 
were young. Now, she works out their weekly study schedule – which is supplemented 
by online tutoring through organisations such as MyTutorWeb and sports and cultural 
activities – and largely lets them get on with it. 

The Drews are seemingly part of a fast-growing trend towards home education. Nobody 
knows exactly how many children are being educated at home because many parents 
are under no obligation to tell the authorities. But freedom of information responses 
provided to Education Guardian indicate numbers are rising. Responses from 134 of 
England’s 153 local education authorities list 30,298 children as receiving home 
education in 2014-15. Of these, 13,007 are of primary age, and 17,291 of them are 
between 11 and 16. 

Among 103 authorities that provided data back to 2011-12, the number of primary–age 
children recorded as home educated rose by 60% in the three academic years to 2014-
15. In the secondary phase, the increase was 37%. 

In some of England’s largest local authority areas, hundreds of young people are being 
home educated: Kent listed 1,285 children; Essex, 1,234; Norfolk, 1,052; and 
Lancashire, 918. About 85% of local authorities documented a rise in home education 
over those three years, with 27 authorities reporting a doubling of numbers. 

 



Suddenly I’m teaching my 
child A-levels in the kitchen  

 

This may be part of a longer trend. Last December, the BBC reported home education 
numbers had risen 65% across England and Wales in the six years to 2014-15, while in 
2007, Channel 4 News documented a 61% increase in home educated children in the 
five years from 2002. 

Pinning down reasons for the rise is tricky. Eleanor Reardon, who set up a legal 
advocacy service for home educators three years ago, says parents have various 
motivations. “They tell us: ‘I cannot get my child into a school locally. The local 
authority has said I have to send them however many miles away, so I am considering 
home education.’ Or ‘My child has been sick’, or ‘My child has special needs, but the 
school is threatening to fine me or take me to court because he’s not been in school.’” 

And, more recently, “There has also been a huge rise in special educational needs cases 
which are not being catered for,” she says. 

Reardon and other home education experts say part of the rise may not relate to schools. 
The Education and Inspections Act 2006 introduced a requirement for local authorities 
to identify children not receiving school education. This is likely to have triggered more 
systematic record-keeping. 

In 2009, a review of home education for the Labour government by the former 
children’s services director Graham Badman prompted media coverage, meaning, says 
Reardon, that more parents became aware of the possibility of home education. The rise 
of social media has also helped to alert parents to the possibility of home education and 
to provide support networks. 

Although the proportion of people home educating is still low – our figures indicate it 
accounts for 0.5% of the total pupil population – some within the field suggest the 
numbers make an interesting commentary on perceived weaknesses of English 
education policy. 

Elizabeth Lil, a former science teacher and musician who recently moved to St 
Andrews in Scotland having home educated her two children in London and 
Bedfordshire, says some parents are rejecting the pressure they feel pupils are being put 
under in schools. “The testing [in schools], and all of the target-setting, only suits a 
proportion of the pupil population,” she says. “A lot of children are being put off 



education too early because of the literacy requirements. It’s particularly bad for boys, 
who are not always disposed to sit still for long periods.” 

 

 
 
Marta Drew says her children’s enjoyment of learning has increased as a result of 
being taught at home.  

Helen Lees, an expert on alternative education and lecturer at Newman University, 
Birmingham, says England’s mainstream education system is in danger of alienating 
both children and staff. She says: “I had a conversation with a senior leader in a free 
school that is part of an academy chain recently that was very concerning. Talking 
about what happened in reception [class], she said: ‘It’s really formal. We have them 
sitting down doing maths and English all morning, every day.’ I said: ‘How do the 
children feel about that?’ Smiling, she said: ‘Our [test] outcomes are fantastic.’ Many 
people don’t want this for their children.” 

A former attendance officer at a school run by a successful academy chain told us her 
“life was made hell” by her headteacher when she refused to collude in what she said 
were “illegal” moves to remove struggling pupils from the school roll. 

She said the school threatened parents of children it wanted to ease out with permanent 
exclusion if they did not agree to teach them at home. The source said the school had 
also been “hiding” low-achieving students from official exam result data by registering 
year 11 pupils, who take GCSEs, as being in year 10. 

A former teacher now working as an academic also told us that, when working in a 
secondary school, he had asked parents to sign a form to say they would home educate 
their child, having been put under pressure by his headteacher in an attempt to improve 
results. 

But this is only one part of the story. Data from one of England’s larger local 
authorities, Dorset, shows the reasons given by parents for taking their children out of 
school. Among the 776 pupils recorded as home educated in 2014-15, which Dorset 
said was a “record”, the most-cited reasons were “dissatisfaction with school 
environment” (mentioned by 184 parents) and “lifestyle/cultural/philosophical” 
(178). After that came “medical-child” (42), “bullying” (25) and “not preferred 
school” (20). “Near exclusion” was selected by two parents. 

 



INDIA 

More Parents Opting For 
Homeschooling 
Sruthy Susan Ullas | TNN | Jan 15, 2010, 02.43 AM IST 
 
BANGALORE: Does your child hate going to school? Is she stressed out, 
pressurized and overloaded? Or, are you sick of the conventional schooling system? 
Simple, don't send them to school. Try homeschooling -- that's what more and more 
parents in Bangalore are doing.  
 
In cities like Mumbai and Pune, many parents have stopped sending children to regular 
schools. Instead, they learn by themselves at home or are taught by parents or tutors. 
There are over 50 such children in Bangalore and there's even an online forum where 
their parents interact with each other and seek help. All of them have different reasons 
for choosing this system.  
 
For agriculturist Vivek Kariappa, it was the realization that conventional schooling is 
biased against the rural system. His children followed no textbooks, but an agriculture-
oriented curriculum. They were urged to read, to search for more information, to face 
problems and solve them.  
 
When his son, who was interested in sports, complained he wasn't getting time to 
indulge in his passion, Sunil Ruthnaswamy thought of pulling his child out of school 
last year. "Now, I have time for both. I study three hours a day, which I feel is equal to a 
day studying at school. I devote three hours each for cricket and rowing and am quite 
happy," said Joshua Ruthnaswamy, 14.  
 
However, for many, dislike for the conventional system made them opt for 
homeschooling. Says Amit Mathur, a software professional: "My wife and I were not 
satisfied with the education we got. We don't trust the present system of schooling. I 
don't want to see my child growing up without thinking."  
 
There are also children with learning disorders for whom homeschooling is a better 
option.  
 
HOW IT WORKS  
 
There is no separate syllabus for homeschooling children. Most parents TOI spoke to 
followed prescribed textbooks. However, some didn't follow textbooks and others 
designed their own curriculum by referring to syllabi of different boards.  
 
None of them thrust books on their children. "When my child was in first grade, I used 
to take him to shops and make him understand addition and subtraction. Later, I used 
textbooks as worksheets. That's how I taught him maths," said a parent, Chetana Keni. 
Children are encouraged to figure out things by themselves and find pleasure in 
learning new things.  



 
While most parents help children in the lower classes, they take the help of tutors 
when they can no longer deal with a subject. "We have a forum. Each parent is good in 
some subject. For example, I love maths. So, when a child needs assistance in it, I help 
him out," said Amit Mathur, a software developer.  
 
On reaching Class 10, the child can take the board exam privately by registering with the 
National Institute of Open Schooling or International General Certificate of Secondary 
Education. The degree is acceptable across the world.  
 
BACK AT HOME  
 
Most children have a timetable, which is not regimented. They study for a particular 
number of hours (ranging from 2 to 6 hours), spend time pursuing their area of interest, 
with friends and then by themselves.  
 
"The biggest advantage is that the timetable is flexible. The child can learn what he wants 
when he feels like it. He can go as in-depth as he wants. He learns it at his pace, the way 
he wants. He takes ownership of his learning. The stress on the child is zero," said Aditi 
Mathur, a strong believer of alternative education methods.  
 
The children are generally happy with what they do. "I get a lot of time in doing what I 
always wanted to do. I know how to divide time between activities. The only thing is 
school was much more fun with so many friends around," said Joshua.  
 
TRAINING FOR PARENTS  
 
Experienced homeschoolers say parents should know how to go about teaching their 
children in the right way. "All parents are not born teachers. Even they need training on 
teaching methods, and creating a conducive environment, how to instill discipline and 
so on," said Cretan Keni, who gives such training to parents.  
 
EXPENSE  
The cost of homeschooling varies on what and how the child learns. "At times, it can be 
more expensive than sending the child to regular schools. It depends on the child's 
learning needs. Apart from routine requirements like books, CDs, painting kits, one also 
needs to pay for extra classes which these days cost not less than Rs 500," said Chetana.  
 
PSYCHOLOGIST SPEAK  
Considering the system our schools are following, homeschooling is a good option. A 
school is crammed -- be it in curricular or extra-curricular activities. In a family, it's a 
more relaxed environment and therefore more conducive for learning. Some say the 
pressure the child faces in school is good. But, in 90% of cases, the pressure doesn't do 
any good. Homeschooling is good as long as the child doesn't take it easy.  
 
-- M S Thimmappa, clinical psychologist, and former vice-chancellor, Bangalore 
University  

 


