
Why super-rich parents are opting to 
educate their children using private 
tutors 
Liberal parents and the super-wealthy are opting for wall-to-wall private tutoring instead of 
paying for a top school. Joshi Herrmann reports on the children who are enjoying a bespoke 
education 
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It reads like an average school timetable: two hours of math’s on Monday, two more on Friday 
afternoon; Tuesday afternoon physics, double English on Wednesday. Latin on Thursday. The 
difference is that this child’s lessons are taken at home, with a rotation of tutors who charge 
between £60-100 an hour. 

They are children who would ordinarily be educated at the capital’s top private schools, but an 
increasing number of parents have decided that one-on-one tutoring cuts out any doubt that 
their children won’t get all the academic attention they need. 

This week the actor Greg Wise told The Times that he and his wife Emma Thompson have 
withdrawn their 15-year-old daughter Gaia from her private school in north London in the run-up 
to her GCSEs. Instead they’ve created a classroom in a shed in their garden staffed by top tutors. 

“She loves learning and she’s terribly focused and hard-working,” he said. “But she didn’t 
like the sausage factory of formal education. I’ve no argument with that.” 

This view is shared by a growing number of private-school parents, as well as wealthy foreigners 
who call London home, and perhaps it is a logical conclusion to the boom in use of private tutors 
in the past few years. One parent described it to the Standard as a radical iteration of “parent 
power” that returns education to the format enjoyed by princes and aristocrats for centuries. 

In addition, competition for places at top academic schools — such as Westminster and St Paul’s 
girls’ and boys’ schools — is now so tough that parents of children who don’t get in are 
wondering if there are alternatives to sending their offspring to what they think of as “second-tier 
schools”. 

The Standard spoke to a number of tutors and parents involved in “wall-to-wall tutoring” or 
“tutored home-schooling”. 

One mother hailed it as “the best thing that could have happened” to her daughter. On the other 
hand, one tutor told us how she had endured a “disastrous” few months trying to school the 
daughter of a wealthy London family originally from the Middle East. “I think that is probably 
the last time I will take on a home-schooling student,” she said, adding that she believed the 
method can leave children “undisciplined, socially imbalanced and less capable than most 
children of independent thought”. 


