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For this series I am exploring different aspects of home schooling the gifted child. If you are
parenting a gifted child, or suspect that you have a gifted child, I hope you’ll follow along as I explore
what it’s like to home school the gifted child.
I’m a home- schooling mom to one amazing boy. It’s taken me a long time to admit that he is gifted
because that term holds connotations that many believe is just another label in which to categorize
people and children.
There are some who believe that all children are gifted and some who believe that gifted doesn’t
exist. We will look at identifying characteristics of gifted children and I’ll be sharing some of my
strategies for meeting the unique needs of my son.
Maybe you too struggle to identify the differences you see in your child. Maybe you are afraid of the
stereotypes that surround the terms gifted, talented, smart and even genius. After all, isn’t
everyone’s kid a genius?
But the reality is, no two children are alike, they all are unique individuals with different abilities.
Some have a greater ability to process thoughts while others may be more articulate in speech. Our
goal should be to help our children discover their unique abilities and then help them to understand
the possibilities of how they can use their abilities throughout their life.
This post contains affiliate links to 3rd party sites where products may be purchased resulting in paid
compensation for this blogger.

What is ‘Gifted‘?
The term, gifted, was first coined in the early 1900’s by Leta
Hollingsworth Ph.D., an educator and clinical psychologist. It was
used to identify those whom she believed to be intellectually superior.
She is considered the founder of gifted education. Her work paved the
way for modern gifted education research. The term has stuck

But What Does ‘Gifted‘ Mean?

Gifted, it would seem, is difficult to define. Different organizations or individuals who study or
advocate for the gifted, define it in slightly different ways.
Generally speaking, the term Gifted identifies individuals with advanced cognitive, intellectual, or
creative abilities which may occur in just one area of learning and cognition, like math, or across
multiple areas. Often, students with such abilities learn and develop in asynchronous ways; which
means that one area of learning might be advanced while another area of learning might be on
target or even behind level.
Yet, the truth remains that such children have a unique, or special, need to be able to learn in a way
which best suits their own learning abilities.
I believe all children, all people are blessed with gifts, talents and abilities. For me, as a Christian, I
believe that God blesses each person with such gifts so that they can foster them into worthy skills
for their lives. But in the educational and psychological world the term is specific to students who
learn and mentally develop at a faster, more intense rate than is typical of their age peers. It isn’t an
elitist term, as some would think, but rather an identifying term used to help those who need
options to study at an advanced rate.

Whatever term you prefer, gifted, talented, accelerated, or smart, if you have a child with advanced
developmental learning abilities it is imperative that you don’t deny their abilities but rather help
them to develop their talents. To avoid your child’s talents is to deny them the right to be the person
they can become or that perhaps they are intended to be.

Identifying Characteristics of a Gifted Child
▬ Gifted: One who has advanced cognitive, intellectual, creative, and/or emotional processes that
progress at a faster more intense rate and/or has higher abilities to retain and disseminate
information than what is considered to be the typical developmental process.
▬ Emotional Intensity is the heightened or sensitive response to emotional stimuli. Gifted
individuals can experience their emotions in a more intense way than what is seen in one who is
developing at a typical rate.
One may witness rapid extremes in emotional responses in the gifted individual. For example,
someone once described witnessing my son’s emotional response from joy to anger, as going from 0
to 60 in 2.2 seconds. I will be sharing more information about emotional intensity on Wednesday of
this week.
▬ Asynchrony or Asynchronous Learning is when a child develops at different rates in different
areas of learning and social development. You might see a young child conversing with an adult
about the political climate on the nation and then watch as they struggle with writing a few short
sentences.
▬ Over Excitabilities (OE’s) are seen when a child has a extremely heightened sense of response to
stimuli. Through the mind’s ability to be process at a more rapid rate, they may show an increased
sense of awareness, excitement and sensitivities to experiences.
Kazimierz Dabrowski, a Polish psychiatrist, theorized that there are five areas of OEs, psychomotor,
sensual, intellectual, imaginational, and emotional. Such excitabilities may be seen as extreme joy or
extreme frustration.
▬ Inconsistent Social and Emotional Development is often seen in children who are gifted. These
inconsistencies are most often noticed when a child is among an age-based peer group. The child
may exhibit signs of being socially immature or overly mature, but their social skills are inconsistent
when compared with the skills found in children of the same age.

You may find that the gifted child is more comfortable around either younger or older children or
perhaps adults but not necessarily around children their own age. I’ll be talking more about social
development and the need for guided instruction on Thursday.

For me one of the greatest things that I learned is that the same brain that controls the thinking and
mental reasoning processes is the same brain that controls emotional responses, yet the brain of the
gifted or advanced child is still in the body of a, well, child.

Choosing Home-schooling for the Gifted Child
When my child was very little, we began to notice that he was doing things that were outside the
abilities of the other children that were his age. For example, he was identifying colours, shapes,
letters, and numbers well before he turned 2 years of age. He continued to grow and advance
quickly so that by the time he was school age he was already doing work that was beyond
Kindergarten age or even first grade.
While there may be some school districts that are able to meet the needs of advanced learners, I
knew that the one in which we live was not. So, we made the choice to educate at home. Coupled
with our desire to see him educated in a faith filled environment and to ensure that he would be
challenged in a way that was appropriate to his learning style and academic ability, we knew that
home education was and remains the right choice for our son.
But is it the right choice for your child? That is a decision that each parent must make. Each state
and local school district has its own set of standards for identifying and instructing students with
advanced learning abilities, or students who are gifted academically. I suggest beginning with your
state department of education, then researching their rules, laws, and codes for gifted education.
You might be surprised that your state offers a great deal of resources for students with gifted
abilities, and then again you may be surprised by a lack of resources.

WHAT CAN HOMESCHOOLING OFFER THAT PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SCHOOLING CAN’T?
Home-schooling allows you, the parent to set a course of study that is unique to your child.
In the home, you can help your child discover areas they are passionate about learning and provide
opportunities to fully explore those areas until they have exhausted the learning possibilities.
You can steer your child’s education to meet their need.
You can offer them a completely customized education.
They can learn at their own pace rather than a pre-conceived idea of what is someone else’s right.
And you, the parent doesn’t have to spend so much time fighting an institution and bureaucracy to
meet the individual needs of your child, because you will have taken the task in hand.
“The home-school parent not only instinctively knows those needs most of the time, but also can
offer the flexibility and resources necessary to meet them much better than a classroom teacher
who has a large number of students.” — Cindy West, Home-schooling Gifted and Advanced
Learners, 2012, p. 5.

What resources are available for home educators of gifted children?
I answer this question specifically in this post. I’ve shared a list of resources as well as links to those
resources. But the short answer is that there are a lot of resources available.

What if I’m not smart enough to teach my gifted child?
One of the biggest goals of any home-schooling parent is to teach our children to be independent
learners. Gifted children are filled with questions. in this post. and your role is not to answer the
question for them, but rather to help them to learn to find the answers through research,
experimentation, observation and study.

I assure you; my son is “smarter” than I am academically, yet I have more experience than he does.
So, I use the experience I have to guide him on his journey of discovery. (Oh, by the way, don’t tell
him that I said he’s “smarter” than me, he doesn’t need to know that just yet.)

My child is a bit “different” and I’m not sure he’ll be socialized right.
Yes, gifted children are different than the typical child. They experience life with more intensity both
emotionally and academically.
A group classroom can lead to over-stimulation, anxiety, disruptions and more, and in my opinion,
teachers who have large numbers of students simply aren’t equipped with resources to meet the
need of an individual child.
Home-schooling allows you to truly guide the teaching of your child in what is acceptable social
behaviour and what isn’t acceptable.
Explore more about the intense emotions that gifted children feel as well as suggestions for helping
them learn to cope.

