
                  

                                                                                      

      

 

STUDY TIME-GUIDELINES FOR HOME-SCHOOLERS 

One of the major advantages homeschoolers have over their peers in mainstream/private 

schools is that they can work at their own pace and in 99% of cases they can complete their 

grade in half to two thirds of the time and even move onto the next grade in the same year 

should they pass their exams. (this does not apply to Grade 10 – 12 which is a 3-year 

program). If you are worried about your children keeping up or catching up with their 

studies, please refer to the study time-guidelines below which should put you at ease. 

How Many Formal Homeschool Hours Should Homeschoolers Do Per Day? 
 
Research has shown that on average, homeschoolers study about two to three hours a 
day. A small survey of about 250 parents found: 

▪ 2% studied for less than an hour. 
▪ 7% studies for 1-2 hours 
▪ 54% studied for 2-3 hours 
▪ 9% studied for 3-4 hours 
▪ 15% studied for 4-5 hours 
▪ 7% studied for 5+ hours 

 
But, the amount of time children spend in formal education differs widely depending on the 
age of the child. Young homeschoolers usually study for only one to two hours, while older 
homeschoolers study for around six to seven hours. 

Grade 1-3: Roughly Homeschool 2 Hours a Day 
If you are in 1st to 3rd Grade, you will most likely home-school for 2 hours a day. Essentially, 
most parents with a 5 or 6-year-old will be homeschooling for 2 hours a day. 

Grade 4-6: Roughly Homeschool 3 Hours a Day 
If you are in 4th to 6th Grade (among the parents I asked, this correlated to ages eight to 
eleven), you will most likely do 3-4 hours a day. 

Grade 7-9: Roughly Homeschool 4 Hours a Day 
If you are in 7th to 9th Grade (ages twelve to fourteen), you will most likely do 4-5 hours a 
day. 

Grade10-12: Roughly Homeschool 7 Hours a Day 



 

 

Can I home-school for 2 hours a day? 

Yes, you can home-school for two hours a day and get all your formal homeschooling done 
in that timeframe. But it seems home-school hours are more dependent on the age of your 
child and their ability to take in information given their brain development.                                

In addition, some families feel more comfortable covering more information in a day than 
others. And of course, some learners can take in more information in a day than other 
learners. That is, some learners will take three hours to learn the same information that 
another learner will take only one hour to learn. So, home-school hours are more a result of 
these variables. 

How Long Should a Homeschool Year Be?                                                                                   
Sometimes asking how long a home-school year should be is irrelevant if you’re not keeping 
to the school/school holiday schedule. That is if you’re going to work through school 
holidays or on weekends, you’ll probably finish your work early and be able to have the 
second half of the year off. 

 

 


